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Consonants | dentification of Kuang-Yun
—Based on the Consonants Correspondence Rule
on Mandarin Chinese, Southern-Min Dialect and Kuang-Yun
Luo, Jia-peng*

Abstract

The phonetic change or evolution has a definite predicted rule and direction.
However, two related languages or diaects in same family, present a relationship of
mother daughter or sister, have a certain phonetic and phonological correspondence rules.
The crucia purpose of comparative linguistics is to identify these correspondence rules
and to apply them.

Kuang-Yun is one of fundamental reference to study Chinese phonology because we
can utilize it to acquire the knowledge of Ancient phonology and Modern Chinese
diaects.

How to be familiar with Kuang-Yun phonetic categories is to often do Kuang-Yun
Assignment. Nevertheless, this way is time-consuming and monotonous so that it easily
makes students or learners perplexed and frustrated.

The topic of this author’s master thesis is Sounds Identification of Kuang-Yun, and he
investigates the approach to identify Kuang-Yun sounds as a subject of Modern
Southern-Min Diadect and Chinese Mandarin pronunciation. Disappointingly, this
approach is not concerned in the academic field.

This study is grounded on the previous research in Sounds Identification of
Kuang-Yun, for explaining the idntifidation between Mandarin Chinese, Southern-Min
Dialect, and Kuang-Yun consonants. Another purpose of this study is to present the ideas
and manual of Exercise of Consonants Identification in Kuang-Yun designed by Excel. The
paper is divided into seven sections as follows:

1. Introduction

2. Consonants in Kuang-Yun

3. Consonantsin Modern Mandarin Chinese and Min Dialects

4. Correspondence Rule of Consonants and tones in Kuang-Yun, Modern Mandarin
Chinese, and Min Dialects

Consonants Identification in Kuang-Yun

Ideas and munual of Exercise of Consonants of Kuang-Yun Consonants

7. Conclusion

The paper provides an explicit principle to make students or learners recognize
Kuang-Yun consonants according to sounds in Mandarin or Southern-Min Dialect without
consulting any phonology book. Moreover, this principle is also applied in any kind of
Chinese diaects. Exercise of Consonants Identification in Kuang-Yun is a practice of the
identification to offer users a self-trained chance. The further expectation beyond this
paper is studying in identification of Kuang-Yun vowels and tones.

o U

Key words. Consonants ldentification in Kuang-Yun, Consonants, Mandarin
Chinese, Southern-Min Dialect, Correspondence Rule, Corpus
Linguistics, L earning by Computer
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