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Abstract

Chinese is a tone language, and it usually exhibits a harmonic relationship with the
musical melody, which is widely discussed. Over the past century, Taiwanese popular songs
have been greatly influenced by the Japanese and the Western music styles so that the public
lacks of the knowledge of the harmonic relation between tone and melody. However, it is
fortunate that Taiwanese operas and Nian-ge (1&HX), namely singing and chanting songs,
reserve this characteristic since recently the local artists emphasize on the connection between
language and music and then apply it in their creations.

It becomes a question to satisfy both the requirements of the language tone and the
musical melody; the function of the tone is to distinguish meanings, whereas the song itself
relies on different musical qualities, for instance pitch, loudness, or duration. As a result, it
would produce semantic confusion or the melody might not be maintained if the song lacks
consistency between tone and melody.

The material is “Li San Niang”, a singing and chanting song sung by Huang, Chiu-tien
and published by Moon Records Company (HEKIE /2 5]). The song, including particles,
contains 7,244 syllables. This paper is aimed to analyze the singer Huang Chiu-tien‘s
strategies in dealing with the tone and the melody by observing characters’ tones, tone sandhi
as well as the singer’s singing style, and then we provide a collocation of different kinds of
the character tones and the actual singing tones.

Through descriptive statistics, we found the consistency rate between character tones and
actual tones is more than 80 percent. The rest of inconsistency is confirmed as the singer’s
strategies that are divided into four types, which are strengthening, weakening, high-tone
interchanging and low-tone interchanging. With the strategies and function words, it is highly
possible to be successful to create a song acquired with the nature of tone and the beauty of
melody.

Keywords: Tone, Singing and Chanting Songs, Harmonic Poetry and Music, Huang Chiu-tien,
Li San-niang
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