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Application of the Sound Corresponding Rules
for Second-language Acquisition
—A Study in the Consonant Correspondences

among Middle Chinese, Modern Hakka Dialect and Vietnamese

Abstract:

The development of sounds follows the particular phonetic patterns and
directions. Two different languages, for instance, descending from a common ancestor,
have related sound corresponding rules no matter how related they are. This paper is
aimed to investigate the sound corresponding rules applying in the teaching and

learning.

Language contact or changes is the main factor to produce some linguistic
variations, which the regular corresponding rules cannot account for. However, these
linguistic variations would develop some additional rules because the phonological

systems of specific languages become stable.

The study in Middle Chinese attracts many attentions in the Chinese historical
linguistics. In the aspect of phonological theories, modern Chinese dialects have a set
of sound corresponding rules with Middle Chinese because these dialects are likely

to be derived from the proto-language or from language contact or changes.

The study focuses on the consonant corresponding rules among Middle Chinese,
Modern Hakka Dialect, and Vietnamese, the sounds of the latter being influenced by
Chinese, and aims to identify a systematic cross-learning method for the linguistic
family of Chinese-derived character sounds. The paper is organized into seven

sections as follows:
1.Introduction
2.Consonantal system in Middle Chinese
3.Consonantal system in Modern Hakka Dialect

4.Consonantal system in Vietnamese



5.Sound corresponding rules of Consonantal and tonal systems among Middle

Chinese, Modern Hakka Dialect, and Vietnamese

6.Application of consonant corresponding rules in language teaching and

learning
7.Conclusion

This finding helps the learners not only to understand the relationship among
Middle Chinese, Modern Hakka Dialect, and Vietnamese, but also to apprehend the
sounds of the characters. The method provided in this study can be applied in teaching

and learning other Chinese dialects.

Keywords: the Sound Corresponding Rules, Second-language Acquisition, Middle
Chinese, Hakka Dialect, Vietnamese, Consonant
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