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Tone Sandhi and Language Rhythm
in Taiwanese Minnan Dialect

Luo Jiapeng
National Taichung University of Education

Abstract

The tonal system of Minnan dialect is quite similar with Chinese Language i.e. it comes with
its original tones, tone sandhi and neutral tones. However, tone sandhi of numerous words in
Minnan dialect is rather complicated compare to Chinese Mandarin. Despite the participants of
Taiwanese Minnan Language Competition consistently shown the efforts in the aspect of reading
and speech in recent years, there are still room for improvement in the aspect of tone sandhi. This
study aims to investigate tones sandhi performances in Taiwanese Minnan Language Competition.
In general, the key factors that determine accuracy of tone sandhi in Minnan dialect are word
classes, phrasal categories (syntactic categories) as well as word order. Inaccuracy of tone sandhi
in Minnan dialect does not only against the natural sense of the variety, it even causes semantics
confusion in some circumstances. Therefore, this study focuses on discussions towards tone sandhi
in Minnan dialect which associates closely with language rhythm for instance, an adjustable pitch
length as well as tone intensity in original tones, tone sandhi and neutral tones. It is hoped that this
study able to contribute to the field of Taiwanese Minnan dialect research and to all prospective

participants, in particular.
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